
LATEST NEWS OF THE WORLD BY TELEGRAPH AND CABLE-Hilf
HAS MAFEKING

BEEN RELIEVED?
An Unconfirmed Report Reaches

the City of London.

THE REVIVAL OF A HOLIDAY

'1 In' ICnpliI Pu< ilirullon of tin- Orungo Vrcc

Slato I.end* Great llritulu to Regard
Lord Roberts ns a Statesman as Well us

a Strategist Iloorg Said to l»o Anxious
to Trek Homeward Instead of Entering
llio Ti-aiiHvaal Tlio Hospital Ship
Maine.

: London, March 17..It Is per- :
: sistenlly rotteruted that Mafeklbg :
: has been relieved, but the Wnr :
: Ofllcc hüa no confirmation of tho :
: rumor. :

London, March IS..U:-t3 u. m..
Amidst the festivities of St. Patrlek's
Day, London lias been listening to-day
for the word that Ma Coking Is relieved.

it Is remarkable that the revival of
this holiday, which puts St. Patrlek's
hereafter on equality will» Primrose
l >;iy, has been the occasion of the ilrst
real gala day since the declaration of
war. Chtiutmustldc wa« gloomy indeed
In comparison with to-day's merry¬
makings, and the only lill-U!> needed
was the news of 'the relief of the be¬
sieged Mafeking.

TUE HO UK'S I-1EKO.
There is much in tho situation In

South Africa to Justify rejoicing, how-
over, for the rapid pacification of the
Free State lenda people of Oreat 1 tri
tain to believe that they have a atales¬
man, us well as a strategist, in the
hero of the hour, "Robs."

A CONTAGION.
The Transvaal officials are said 'to

have vacated Taungd and Vrybtirg,but the rebels are unwilling In elder
the Transvaal being anxious to trek
homewards. No oho would hi- much
surprised if a great spread of this con¬
tagion occurred in the next fortnight,

HOSPITAL SHU' MAINR
Lady Randolph Churchill, who start¬

ed homeward on the hospital shipMaine yesterday, ruble* to the commit¬
tee that she regards It as a compli¬
ment to the United States that the
Maine Is the final ship to leave since
Lndysnilth was relieved.
There were IL* officers and 153 non¬

commissioned officers and men aboard
the Maine.
llOLTt LEGISLATORS ARRESTED.
Burghersdorp, March 17..Comman¬

dant Oliver evacuated his position on
a hill in front of tho British during Ilm
nighi. Several Roers of his force havo
Burn ndered.

Dr. Dewet, a member of tho Cape
Parliament, and Iiis brother, have been
arrested.

MANY KRAALS BURNED.
l.n lysmiih, March 17.. Lord Dundon-

nhi s cavalry patrols reoonnoltercd the
Free Stati; border of Bnsutoiaml to Do
Bous Pass, where a slight skirmish
occurred, In which two British were
wounded. The Roers were also encoun¬
tered in strength at Van Reenen's
Pass and TlnlWllS Pass.

Kalllrs arriving here report that the
Boers are manifesting a very vindic¬
tive spirit under defeat, and (hat many
Kraals, hitherto respected, hiivc been
burned.
The German ambulances attached

io tin? Boer forces were found near the
Moddor Spruit, having been abandoned
by the liners, because ihey wore nn-
Rblc to keep ptroc with tho retreat.

OFF Kill: SOUTH AFRICA.
London, March 17..Tho departure or

Lady Roberts from London for South
Africa to-dny was inadq the occasion
of a popular demonstration, Among
her follow travelers wore llio Duchess
of Teck, «ho has gone io join her hus¬
band; General Sir Frederick Carrlng-
ton and staff, ami .Miss Ithodcs, tho
latter Cecil Rhodes' sister, A large
gathering of friends bade Lady Rob¬
erta farewell, Including Mr. l.lrodoricky
tin- Parliamentary Secretary of the
Foreign Office; .Mr. AVyndhum, the Par¬
liamentary Secretary of I ho War Of¬
llcc; .Mr. Newton, tho Lord Mayor of
London, ami the Dtik< nf Aboreorn.
Lady Roberts was accompanied by her
two* daughters, all in the deepest
mourning. Shortly after tiny entered
their saloon carriage t'he Lord Mayor
presented the three ladles with bunches
of shamrock. The departure of tho
train was tho signal lor a great out¬
burst of enthusiastic cheering ami tho
waving of lings and handkerchiefs.
Pretoria, March 15. via Lourenxo

Muroues. March 16..Tho United States
consul,Adelbert Hay. has no', received a

reply from the United States since hu
asked for its good offices in behalf of
the Boers' towards peace.
State Secretary Reit» has received a

dispatch from Washington saying the
war was the subject of friendly n go-
tlattona with the British s »Vernincnl
and containing an expression .<i' the
President's earliest hopes for [tent e.

All the consuls nr.- co-operating for
tlif g-. neral good of the wh ile Dili-
numlty.

ST. HELENA iuusdx.
Cape Town, March 17..The depart uroof the transport wi ii the Boer pris¬

oners for St. Helena has been delayed
oil accouht of tin- fact that seventyRoers have been sick, Including manyInfectious cases. Tho authorities arcStriving to complete the isolated hos¬
pital -by Wednesday, and the traus-
ports will probably sail that day.
PROTECTED FROM HIMSELF.
London, March 17..A dispatch to theExchange. Telegraph Company from

Cape Town dated to-day sayS hu3

been deckled to send only the Trans-
vaalers to St. Helena, the authorities
finding It dllllcult to prevent conllicts
between the Free Slaters and the
Transvaalers.
Colonel Schiel, who was captured In

Natal in the early part of the war has
a special sentry at his door to pre¬
vent him from doing himself bodily
violence.

ST- PATRICK'S DAY.

OBSERVED RY* QUEEN VICTORIA-
DISORDER IN DUBLIN.

(By Telegraph to Vlrglnlan-PilOt.)
London. March 17..Shamrock day

promises to vie with Primrose dny in
the hearts of the people, judging from
the enthusiasm with which, for the llrst
time in the history of the nation, loyal¬
ists all over the United Kingdom cele¬
brated. From Windsor Castle, where
the Quocn observed the day by wear¬
ing a sprig of genuine four-leafed
shamrock, to the east end of slums of
London, nearly every one sports sonic-
thing In the shape of a green favor. A
word from Her Majesty has turned the
emblem of semi-disloyalty Into a badge
of honor, and has made I be shamrock
the most prized of all the plants in the
British Isles.
By the Queen's order the bells In the

curfew tower of Windsor Castle honor¬
ed St. Patrick this morning; Irish airs
played by the Grenadiers enlivened the
Queen's lunchean, und on London's
Mansion House flouts a new loyal Irish
Hag. with the Union Jack In the tipper
corner.
Most of the government officials

hoisted the Irish llag and the clubs
were similarly decorated, the officials
all wearing the green.
The Lord Chief Justice. Lord Russell

of Klllowen, s^t tho example in the law
court, and all the judges followed his
example of wearing the shamrock belowtheir ermine collars.

It is understood the Queen, havingapproved the proposed formation of a
regiment of Irish guards, will make
the announcement on the subject to¬day.
The usual Lord Mayor's processiontook place In Dublin to-day. The Lord

Mayor of Belfast, and the Mayor ofCork, participated; but a number ofNationalist Mayors refused to ticccplthe Lord Mayor's invitation to take
part in the affair. The Chief Magis¬trate met with n mixed reception, and
there were disorderly scones tit sev¬
eral points along the mote of the pa¬rade.
The supply of genuine shamrock was

so scarce that half a dozen leaves sohl
readily for half a crown. Tho ancient
ceremony of "trooping the color" at
Dublin Castle was especially plclUf-I eaquc.

DISORDER IN DUBLIN.

1Dublin, March 17..The Lord Mayor's
procession to-dr.y was Interrupted by
many Beetles of disorder, caused bythose who objected to his attitude to¬
ward lite Queen. Ills carriage vas
Atoned at various places along the
route, windows were smashed, and the
oneröüs crowds were excited. The po¬lice were powerless to deal with the
Outbreaks. Several arrests were made.
The Mayors of Sllgo and Rrnghcdn,
who had at filial accepted invitations,
refused to participate In the proces¬
sion.

Till-: BOER FLAG.
New York, March 17..The Hag of the

South African Republic was conspicu¬
ous in the St. Patrick's Day parade,
and many paraders more Roer buttons.
Montague White and P. Loiit.o- Wes¬
sels, representatives of the Boer Re¬
publics, rode In a carriage, us also did
Patrick Egan, O'Donovan Rossa, Re¬
corder Ooff and hundreds of city office¬
holders.

AT CHICAGO.
Chicago, ill., March 17..The feature

Of SI. Patrick's Pay In Chicago was the
carrying of a bi^c Transvaai Mag at the
bead of the Ancient Order of Hiber¬
nians. A reactionary effect of the order
of Queen Victoria In regard to the
s Itu in ni.-k waa.sccit in Hi-.- subs'. UnUmi-
by many Irishmen of green ribbon for
the usual leaf. Some won- it shamrockdraped with crepe.

HAVANA AFFAIRS-

GOVERNOR-GENERAL WOOD Ott-'DERS MUNICIPAL ELECTION.
(By Telegraph to Virginlar.-Pllot.)
Havana. Match 17..The committee

that was appointed to decide upon a
plan for municipal elections has as yet
been unable to agree upon any plan.Governor-General Wood, Iherefore, de¬cided to have the first election takeplace after the manner o£ Americanejections, feeling that II is necessaryto have no delay, owing l" the factthat the elections must <¦ rcur .May I.As yet no one has absolutely an¬nounced h'msi If as candidate for May-or of 3lavnnn.
Fernando tie Castro, the last SpanishCivil Governor, has been prominentlymentioned by the Spanish element. Jn-

nn Gualberto Gomes Is the popularenn-diente of the colored race, perfect:)LnCostc, the present Mayor; Elisco Gi¬berga, formerly representative i:i theSpanish Congress, and Salvador Cis-
ucros, the last President, have- alsobeen named as probable candidates.Secretary nf War Root and partymailed to-day on the transpori Sedge-wick for Charleston;

GASOLINE EXPLOSION-
FIVE PEOPLE KILLED AND TWO

INJURED.
(By Telegraph to Virginian-Pilot.)
Columbus, «'.. March 17..Five dead,

..)!. ist tally and one. 'seriously Injured,
resulted from an attempt to start a
lire \. tili gasoline hero last night.
Gi urge White used the fluid ill James
Weaver's residence, and nn explosionfollowed, the building was set on fire,and ihe Inmates were covered with
the burning fluid. The dead:
PHILIP WEAVER, aged !!«.
KOY- WEAVER, aged 11.
ERAY WEAVER, nged ::.

TULLY WEAVER, aged
GEORGE WHITE, aged '.'.:..
Fatally btifned:
A LICK WEAVER
Seriously burned:
JAMLrj WEAVE p.

WASHINGTON
NEWS NOTES

Representative Richardson Offers
More Anti-Trust Resolutions.

AFTER STEEL COMPANIES
Eulogies Pronounced Upon tlio T.utu Senn-

ator Ituytrnrd, of Kcbrn.skn. llouso
Committed on Military Affairs Chnrgei!
With Investigating the Cour «1* Alone
Atl'nlr, near.i Kvliloitco of Outrugcs
Committed by Federal Troojis-ropnln-
lion ofMnnllii.

(By Telegraph to Virginian-Pilot.)
Washington, March 17..Representa¬

tive Richardson, of Tennessee, to-day
introduced two more anti-trust resolu¬
tions.one against the American Steel
and Wire Company and the othet
against the Federal Steel Company.

disturbance created by th» soldiery.There was no necessity for tin* soldiers,he said, as civil process could havebeen served. In Ids opinion tho ad¬
vent of the military defeated the ends
of justice.

THIS 1SU\NI> OV GUAM.
Washington. Maivh 17 General

Wh« clor culled tit the Navy Depart-men I to-day to consult with SecretaryLong and Assistant Scerotury Allen,who is more directly In charge of the
Islands under naval government, re¬
specting; the report he \, .is charged to
make upon the condition's on tlic isl¬and of Guam and the administration
of Commander Ueary, the naval (lev-
ornot*. The report Itself Is not yet quitecomplete, hut the General road extracts
to indicate its character, in substancehe found that the Island was of strat-ogle- importance to the United States;
was especially valuable as a midwayitllng place in the long run from Hon¬
olulu to .Manila, and that tin- people
wore well t'.'itisllcd with the change intheir condition.

POPULATION OK MANILA.
'Washington, March 17..The WarDepartment has received a report fromthe sanitary corps, which has beenmaking a census of Manila. It placesthe population actually living In houseswithin the police district at 150,000.

SHIP SUBSIDY1 MILL.
Wdsthlugton, March 17. The finaldrafts of the amendments to the ShipSubsidy bill, agreed upon by the House]Committee on Merchant Marine andFisheries, have been completed. One ofthose amendments declares the Slier-1

IRRITATION ALL
OVER ENGLAND

America's Offer to Secure Peace
Was Not Pleasing.

OFFICIALS PRIVATE TALK.

Tlioy Prefer tlij>. Oy.ru tTltfrleiidlilir** lit
France . TIio Irish ami Shamrock In
i.uiiiiim -The ijhceii*!« XcwViiciit Heath,

ufa (Jnnlnt, Vriicmhie Ijuly.Kacli iteg-
Imcnl t« l-'orui u Company <>r IMeyellst»
Charles WyiulUiun's Production of Cy¬

rano do Ucrgerac n Subject of Criticism.

(By Telegraph to Virginian-Pilot.)
Ixmdon. March IT..Between the

lines of the politely-worded editorial
comments en President McKlnley's ex¬
pression of willingness to aid In the
restoral of peace between Great Bri¬
tain and the Boer republic can be dis¬
cerned many evidences of an inward

ORAN GAILIG.

//(A* reir nqatr a chuaHh mc dhom
Last flight/Jljca I sought for repose.

Cha/r'elibh go fois no go suain.
It wit bot to rest or to sleep.

Oir bhV mo chroidh Fa bhuaircas.
For my -heart was troubled and sore.

Oirj ta Eire a bh'fad thar a chuaurJ
Farifjrom Erin over the deep

< THEsEX/LE~S SO/VC i

A St Patrick's D.\y Poem In St Patrick's Own Language.

Acht sgith- 1cm osnaidh 's dian duarach
But weary With: q'ghing and longing
A bheitbj mar a bh'fuair me mo brcidthj
To be at my 'home once again.

Thuit sgailc ina^ h'oich' ar mo shuilibh.
The shadow of night fell o'er me

Agus bhir(uada^r mc bhcith aig an tigh.
* And I dreamy I was over thv main.

'S chonnaic mc Vfi'ath&r s mo mathair.
I saw my father and^rhotlierS^Dhcarbhrathracha 's companaidhc m'oige.My brotliers and^/rieods otmy youth.
'S cailin bhoidhcacli Ina n^donn^shul.
And the brown*eyed maiden so fai\

D'a d'tug mc marWabhat$t mo^fWho gave me fresh pledge of hcr^trutf
\

Chonnaic mc a'ccp ar bhar
/ saw the mist on theXmolmtain,

A' fraoch faoi iVio'chos:
The heath in full bloom us ct

'S smcoradh s' a phrcas\bh
Heard the thrush reply iy'the wO^$kiv^\

An guilncach tijrsacly fan' fr
To the' curlew's notes fresh ttic\$hoi

A

r;agairt Acht^dhuisg mc lc laiiacht mo chroidh^But joy awoke mc from slumber.
Bhris doibhncas dojjlabhairt mo \sluBliss chased my bright [visions from me\

Agus ta mc\fathast ar, fonudraghAnd an exile, alas' I am still.
O'm dhuthalgl>ila_a--blr?rad (har
For my home is far over the sea.

a chuain.

MICHAEL O'NEIL

SOTK..In the compoailion ol liic foregotat; original Gaelic poem it hai been thought belter to u.«c the tfitrri bi the English alphabet Instead olt!ic Ogham, it Uiielic, character*. Ilia latter would Ik comprehended by but comparatively lew ol thv.c that can read Gaelic, «n.l. furthermore, nearlya!I Gaelic books are printed in the letters in ordinär)' use in English fpraklng countries.In claiming thai tin* poem is written in the language ol St. Patrick it uould not be liiflirult to thaw Hut tuch a claim is not baseless Zctiss, au¬thor ol tin- "Grammaticsi Celtica," ant other eminent philologists state that Gaelic baa changed leaf troni its origjnil form than any other living lan¬guage, a statement which receives confirmation from Ihfl lad that place names auch a, t'avon" (ri»er) represent tuiiay precisely what tliejf did morethan 3,000 years ago. Probably about 4,600,000 people,, itill apeak the ivarioua dialecta o( CclttC'Gaelie and Cymric, in Ireland over "00,0 people.till n*e Gaelic in Ihelf ordinary intercourse, and there ure yet man; thousands in that country who cannot »peak any oiliei language. Irish end Scot"tish Gaelic ami the Gaelic spoken in the Isle of .Man arc so remarkably finnlar that they may be regarded aa one language. The dial is the Cynt*rlcWcleh, Breton and Cornish.the latter now extinct aa a spoknn language, though having iharaiterlaiua lu tuinuiun.dlfler very wilely frum eacaether.

\aviA io ICS pnoNpujicBD.
Washington, March 17..Members oC

j tin- House to-dny pronounced eulogies
upon the Into Monroe l.. 1 lay ward, n
Senator-elect from Nebraska, who died
before taking the oath of otliee. No
other buslnecw of importance was
transacted.

THE COUIt D'ALENE MATTEli.
Washington. .March 17..The Cour

d'Aleno Investigation was continued
before the House Committee, du MH-
itary Affairs to-day.I Allan V. Olli, of Spokane. Washing
ton. a mechanical engineer, \yn« placed
on stand by Mr. Lent/., lie tcati-
tied thai ho heard Major Morten order
some of his troops to break Into his
(('.ill's) house. The soldiers broke in
the door. He noticed other Instances
of a similar character. He testified toi general rude and harsh treatment suf¬
fered by the arrested miners at the
hands of the troops. The only disturb-1
aii^c made in Burke, that day was the]

man Anti-trust law to bo "specificallyapplicable to tho builder; owner or
cither or both <>f them, of any vessel
oni- ring Into any contract Cor suiisi-
dy."
The other two amendments, designed

to further prevent combinations, either
between ship owners and builders.

Nogrooa Must Go-
(By Telegraph to Vlrglnlah-Pllot.)
Iloughton, Mich.. March 17..Cl listens

of Larium, line residence suburb of
the big mining camp of Cultimct, have
appointed a committee to rid tho town
uf iiegroi ... Thijy object to having ii
called a vigilance commitioo ami an¬
nounce that only peaceable and legal
in. thods Will be used, hut that the
negroes must go. Colored men were
nlnn si unknown there until it sewer
contractor brought in several carloads
from Tennessee and Alabama eighteenmonths Several while, girls have
"eloped with hegrot-ä und i-unstant
trouble lias led .o ihis action.

irritation which the less responsiblepublic docs not hesitate i<> outwardlyexpress, whilo even members of tho
government prjytitely display piqueilia; of all Iho powers America should
have consented to assume what otic
official designated as tho "ungracious
role of suggesting some form of Inter¬
ference," to which ho added this ex¬
pression
"Englishmen cannot help contrastingtho perfect correctness of tit,- attitude

. .f up- nly-unfrlendly Kran. .- with the
offer »f the I'ulted States, v. hl.-h. |( it
had como frotri a less disinterested
"source, could only have been regarded
as an unfriendly ach"

IS IUKITATEL».
Thetv is no doubt thai the overtures

of the United states, even though wo
carefully worded, have sensibly irritat¬
ed Great Urltntn. as a whole, while cir¬
cles especially friendly to the United
States express ....en regret, u: th< op¬
portunity offered i« critics t«i com-j; are the refusal of Mr. Dcktisü-, lh»J

Freiich Minister or Foreign Affairs, to
gratify the hostile sentiment la France
by making proposals to Lord Salisbury
which were sure of rejection with what
they testily call the "interference" ofWgjWashington, und which, though only[tentative, and clothed In words of per¬
fect friendliness and courtesy, came at
an Inopportune moment, when the
supreme self-sufficiency of the British
empire is the predominating feeling of
the day. Everywhere one hears expres¬sions of satisfaction that, while the an¬
swer to the proposal was clothed in
words of perfect, courtesy, the languageof Lord Salisbury In "brushing aside"President MeKin-ley's proffer was so
extremely definite as to kill all possi¬bility of a repetition of the offers from
any source, unless those proposingthem are desirous of being recognizedas openly antagonistic to this country.Emphasis Is laid on the fact that GreatBritain declared at the outset her tinwlllncss to consent to any outside interfere. and. therefore, as. according tothe well-established principle of inter¬national law that the right of Interven¬tion Is conditional on the willingness ofboth parties to the quarrel to acceptthe pood offices of a mediating power,such Interference was, in tills case, out¬side the bounds of diplomatic possibili¬ties, and gave Lord Salisbury full justl(Icatlon for his "retort courteous."

IRISH AFFAIRS.
Outside the, -high International pollties, Ireland ond the Shamrock largelymonopolize the attention of London.The inter necine strife in the National¬istic ranks engendered by the DublinCorporation's address to the Queen andthe bitterness felt in Loyalist circlesIn Ireland at the outward exhibitionsof disrespect of Her Maesty, keep theofficials guessing ns to what is likelyto occur at the Irish capital nextmonth. An ofllclal In the oftlre of thechief secretary for Ireland, Mr. Geraid Itnlfour, said he was not surprisedat the Nationalists_opposing- the address of welcome, "which, necessarilywas either hypocrisy or a He, In ad IItion to which It would go far to stopthe How of American contributions."Speaking of the Queen's visit, the

same ofllclal said he had Uttie doubtthat 't'wlgs would litter Dublin Green,"before the visit was concluded.
In the meantime. St. Patrick's dayIs he'ng observed throughout theUnited Kingdom as never before. Thesupply of shamrock is quite Insufficient

to meet the demands.
QUEEN'S YACHT.

The new yacht built foi^the Queen inthe Government dock yards, at a costof about $2,560,000, will probably never
be used by Her Majesty. Her irsta^billty, so palpably demonstrated ut tl\<|time of her undoeklng, has caused theQueen to take a htronjc dielike to trie,
vcfsoI and the alterations necessitated
so materially reduced her comfort and
convenience that'It Is believed they will

r. Ternplö, of -Br

~">v

The ComiAf6«t«Ju«.r c

'.'forced loAIeipaiiy
More Generally O'bwrVed,-niaa'i
-Boarding Hoch Keeper*'.',
by an Kldarty Ut*M&er--''S>'r5*i|Appolutmenta-Btty- Whi*ib<f
dltlon-Dr. UroiTa'» ffutensjv

(Special .to ViVfrlnJu^*?^Richmond,- Va... March-lH^D.if. Temple", 'shot toy IteV.-'j.^.;.;
dick lastc'äüfläayvmorning da'-«
of an alleged iritjuljT lo.hUV wlfeJ
Dr. Temple,: and >frs. .iuddlck-fjdied this, al'tcrncoa at h!s liJ
Brunswick county.' Mr^,li^dlc|
jail at Lawrchbeyil.^,BANK"CASBtER,vJAD^l-
Assistant Cashier Frank LiirnJ

the Citizens' National&ar.k-ln£ \
dria. Is in jail in that:clty frecfc
a refusal to give Ihfö^injöiort'iojtlon Commissioner I^out^C; B4that city, concerninsl^thQlUr
customer of the-bank had to, ^1
Mr. Lambert declined te.pny D
mum fine of ,$30:: In the Mayor'!
and went: to JaU^p^'^pjfc'^te/itlon for a 'wrR, ot.fca^eaa.-^jörBltho Supreme .Court: vTHÜroiKel
.öf Alexandria. \vilt---Joln;:'.th'e:;J4
In making tho test- of,the. laTT.,1
Richard .L. Brown, a promlw

zee. and retired member: of. Ihrf
.well-known wholesale fiwo .offl
Davis -& Co., died swddemyrj
.home; In this city" at;':'^Mi';|hjlng» *

ST. PATRICK'S DAT
'\ St. Patrick's Day-was xnor« gobserved hove to-dayvSlharj;
Nearly every persori-of ;buth}?j
a sprlgof green somewhere'en'json. Cravats'Of thttt.huo w«
demand.' .The./, day'¦'was
observed' bjJ;,the>iAncleiit »0^render the vessel unsuitable for the bernhins. u}rtd-,rtfce.;lrb;h

purpose orlgtnallv intended. The prob- ,1.»"*;.^^S^eSE'Ssability"is" that the yaeht \vill Wthnalc-'ly be re-named Enchantress and bo
converted Into a dispatch vessel for
the use of the Admiralty.

A QUAINT LADY DEAD.
A quaint, venerable lady, who might(o all appearances have just steppedout of a Goldsmith comedy', or a Gains¬

borough picture, died this week in tho
person of Lady John Scott Spottis-
woode, the composer of "Annie Laurie"
and other familiar melodies. She was
91 years of age, and until of the Duke
of Buccleilgh and closely related to the
late General Wauchope. She was a
very strong character, and was a great
upholder of old manners and customs.
When traveling she rode In a carriage,always had postillions and encouraged
the observance of old customs. She
was a liberal benefactor of the poor
and maintained a meal-mill, as a relic
of old times, and she preferred thntch
on roofs and peats for fires. She was
an Indefatigable collector of untinul-
ttes.

FORM BICYCLISTS.
Of the $'.'.000,000 which the govern¬

ment proposes to spend In developingthe volunteers. $'jr.0.000 will be spent, at
the rate of $10 i>er man, to encourageeach~i Ciiuiieiii to form a-eoiupariy of
bicyclists. Lord Lansdowne, the Sec¬
retary of War .and Mr. George Wynd-
ham, the Parliament Secretary for the
War Office, both ride the wheel, and
they know from personal experience
what can be done with the machine on
the fine English roads. Of course they
do not expect the soldiers to use the
wheels on the South African plains, or
In the Indian hill country, but they
aver that in assembling for home de-
fens,- and In concentrating at any point
oil the coast, battalions of bicyclists
could transport themselves and their
arms and ammunition and rations with
less fatigue and with as much speed as! though oil horseback. A volunteer
trained to the use of the bicycle, they
claim, would have, at hand for instant
use the means of reaching, by a direct
road, a point of mobilization, possibly
twenty or fifty miles distant. With a
bicycle it would hie as though a chargerI stood r. ady saddled at the volunteer's
door.

CYRANO DE BERGERAC.
Great Interest Is being centred in Mr.

Charles Wyndham's production of "Cy¬
rano de Borgerae,'' which he gave at
Ihe Theatre Itoyal, Dublin; Monday, at
h state Performance at which the
Viceroy, the Duke and Duchess of Con-
naught and all the best known people jin Irish society were present. The
x x:- :;tl inlon expressed was that Mr.
\\ yndham put his powers to too severe
a t"st. after the efforts of Coquelln,
and that his Cyrano did hot come up
to expectations.
The theatres and music hails are

re a- lag a golden harvest from Lord
Roberts' success, and are enjoying
prosperity long unknown to them. At
ihe Gaiety Theatre it is impossible to
get a stall for three weeks, while at'¦Daly's, the Lyric and at Her Majesty's
.all the stalls are booked rar ahead.;Sintis of cheerfulness are also veryevident at the leading restarants.wb.lch,
ti few weeks ago, were almost empty.
Thev are now tilled nightly.
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A Royal Botrothal-
(By Telegraph to Vlrglnlan-Pllot.)
Vienna. March 17..The otllciatWciner Zelluiig to-morrow will an-

nounce the betrothal of Princess Ste¬
phanie, of Austria, to Count Klemer
Lonyny and will publish an ottlcial
uo:ninunu|iie on the subject of tho wed-
dbig in a few days.
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